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Please amend the claims as follows: 
CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A system for identifying a potential for financial 
irregularity in a financial transaction, comprising: 

a first database (18) for storing data on at least one ooleo ted transaction 
«nri for containinn infomiati n n related to at least one client and at least o n e 
;^rcQunt of said Ipast one cli ent nnon which said at least one transaction can 
be effected ; 

a processor (20) loaded with a rules engine (22), including a 
predetennined set of nredetermined rules s aid predetermined rules being 
selectable from a set of rules available for s BiRf^tion bv an institution responsible. 
for said first database, said predetermined »f nredetemnined rules to apply to 
said at least one transaction for determining a potential for the presence of 
financial irregularity in sajd at least one solootod transaction, the processor being 
operable to access the data in the database to run the predetemnined set of mles 
in respect of the data and to produce an outcome (116, 124, 132) indicative of 
the potential for a financial irregularity being present in the at least one 
transaction. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the processor is operable to 
produce numerical outcome for each rule that is transgressed by the transaction. 

3. (Original) A system of claim 1 in which the set of rules includes a first 
group of rules corresponding to client information In the data. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 1 In which the set of mles includes a 
second group of ailes corresponding to account infonnnatlon in the data. 
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5. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the set of rules includes a thlnd 
group of rules corresponding to transaction infonnation in the data. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1 In which the processor is operable to 
combine the outcomes of rvinning at least a selection of the rules In the set to 
produce an overall outcome indicative of the potential for a financial irregularity. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the processor is further operable 
to apply a weighting function to the outcome of running each rule according to 
the importance of the rule to the potential for a financial Irregularity being present 
in the transaction. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 6 including user input means for varying 
the weighting function applied to at least one of the rules. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1 including user input means for disabling 
at least one of the njles. 

1 0. (Original) The system of claim 2 in which the processor includes a routine 
for applying a threshold value to each outcome, which routine is arranged to 
generate an output of transgression of the rule if the threshold is crossed. 

11. (Original) The system of claim 6 in which the processor includes a routine 
for applying a threshold value to the overall outcome, which routine is arranged 
to generate an output indicating the potential for a financial in-egularity being 
present if the threshold.ts crossed. 

1 2. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which at least one of the rules is run in 
resp ct of the data to produce th* outcome relative to a pattern of activity data 
corresponding to the rule. 
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13. (Original) Tlie system of claim 12 Including an archive for storing the 
transaction data, the processor means being arranged to access the archive to 
establish the said pattern based on previous related transactions. 

1 4. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which ttie set of rules includes rules 
con-esponding to client, account and transaction Information, the set of rules 
being selected from the group comprising: 

a) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amount for the 
account by a parameterised limit; 

b) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amount for the 
account by a parameterised percentage; 

c) number of transactions against the account has been exceeded by a 
parameterised percentage; 

d) transaction amount exceeds account transaction limit; 

e) transaction amount exceeds parameterised limit; 

f) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed country; 

g) transaction is destined for or has come from an OFAC listed country; 

h) i) transaction is for a listed currency; 

II) transaction is for a listed country/currency combination; 
Hi) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed financial 
institution; 

i) many small deposits followed by a large withdrawal; 

j) activity against an account that the user has identified as being donmant; 

k) balance exceeds a parameterised limit; 

I) many deposits over several branches of the user; 

m) large balance over many accounts or clients; 

n) deposits larger than average for the postcode; 

o) balance larger than average for the postcode; 

p) activity against an account or client wh re there has been no activity for 
a parameterised p riod; and 
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q) activity against an account marked as suspicious already. 

15. (Original) The system o1 claim 7 in which a further weighting function is 
applied to a predefined collection of mies which are transgressed in respect of 
the same or related transactions. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the financial transaction is a 
bank transaction. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the financial irregularity is 
money laundering. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the processor includes an 
extract routine for accessing transaction data from a second database and tor 
transferring the said data to the said first database. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the outcome is translated into a 
user alert indicative of the potential for the presence of a financial Irregularity in 
the transaction. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 10 in which the said output is a user- 
readable alert. 

21. (Original) The system of claim 11 in which the said output is a user- 
readable alert. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method of Identifying a potential for financial 
irregularity in a financial transaction, comprising: 

storing data (18) on at least one seteeted transaction into 3 first database 
Mr .nnt^ining in«^m..tinn rpl;.ted to at l east one client .nrl F.t least one account 
nf s;»id at I as^ r... Hi^nt .mon whinh said at least one transaction being stored in 
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this step can be effected : 

running the at least one soloctoc i transaction through a p r ocessor (20) th^ t 
o perates a preriefermined set nf oredeterm inftri rules said predetermined set of 
r..^ .. being selectable frnm a set of rul ^'^ available for spjpction hv an institution 
resnonsible for said first database, said pre ri^termined set of predetermined mle^ 
ap ply tn said at least one trans a rtir>n together with said related infomnation in 
order to detect d et66ttB&^ potential for the presence of financial irregularity in 
<..iH «t nne transaction p rodctcrm i nod sot of l uloo for dot rr tin g n 
potontial for the prooonoo of ti i iano i al irregu l arity th n rpii^ to produce an outcome 
(116, 124, 132) indicative of the potential for a financial irregularity being present 
in the transaction. 

23. (Original) A method of claim 22 in which a numerical outcome is produced 
for each rule that is transgressed by the transaction. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the set of rules includes a first 
group of rules corresponding to client information in the data. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the set of rules includes a 
second group of rules corresponding to account information in the data. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the set of rules includes a third 
group of rules corresponding to transaction information in the data. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the outcomes of running at 
least a selection of the rules In the set is combined to produce an overall 
outcome indicative of the potential for a financial irregularity. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which a weighting function is applied 
to the outcome of running ach mle according to the importance of the njle to the 
potential for a financial irregularity being present in th transaction. 
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29. (Original) The method of claim 28 Including varying the weighting function 
applied to at least one of the rules by user Input. 

30. (Orlginai) The method of claim 27 including disabling at least one of the 
rules by user input. 

31 . (Original) The method of claim 22 including applying a threshold value to 
each outcome and generating an output for transgression of the rule if the 
threshold is crossed. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 27 including applying a threshold value to 
the overall outcome and generating an output Indicating the potential for a 
financial irregularity being present If the threshold is crossed. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 22 including running at least one of the 
ailes in respect of the transaction data to produce the outcome relative to a 
pattern of activity data corresponding to the rule. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 33 including storing the data in an archive 
and accessing the archive to establish the said pattern based on previous related 
transactions. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the set of rules include rules 
corresponding to client, account and transaction information, the set of rules 
being selected from the group comprising: 

a) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amount for the 
account by a parameterised limit; 

b) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amount for the 
account by a parameterised percentage; 

c) number of transactions against the account has been exceeded by a 
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parameterised percentage; 

d) transaction amount exceeds account transaction limit; 

e) transaction amount exceeds parameterised limit; 

f) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed country; 

g) transaction is destined for or has come from an OFAC listed country; 

h) i) transaction is for a listed currency; 

ii) transaction is for a listed country/currency combination; 

iii) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed financial 
Institution; 

i) many small deposits followed by a large withdrawal; 

]) activity against an account that the user has identified as being dormant; 

k) balance exceeds a parameterised limit; 

I) many deposits over several branches of the user; 

m) large balance over many accounts or clients; 

n) deposits larger than average for the postcode; 

o) balance larger than average for the postcode; 

p) activity against an account or client where there has been no activity for 
a parameterised period; and 

q) activity against an account marked as suspicious already 

36. (Original) The method of claim 27 including applying a further weighting 
function to a predefined collection of rules which are transgressed in respect of 
the same or related transactions. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the financial transaction is a 
bank transaction. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the financial irregularity is 
money laundering. 
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39. (Original) The method of claim 22 including extracting transaction data 
from a second database associated with a financial application and transferring 
the said data to the first database. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the outcome is translated into 
a user alert indicative of the potential for the presence of a financial irregularity in 
the transaction data. 

41. (Original) The method of claim 31 including generating the said output as 
a user-readable alert. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 32 including generating the said output as 
a user-readable alert. 

43. (Currently Amended) A method of identifying a potential for money 
laundering in a financial transaction associated with a financial institution, 
comprising: 

extracting relevant data on the transaction from a financial transaction 
account database associated with an a pplication program, and storing the 
extracted transaction data in a second database; 

ftinning examining the extracted re levant data from sajd financial 
transaction tfataugb^gf^ainst a predetermined set of rules selectable by ap 
institution for detecting a potential for the presence of a financial irregularity 
therein indicated b v finding a transgression of one or more of th e predetermined , 
set of rules ^nri, HacpH nn «;aid examining, t o produo e- B rgdusing an outcome 
indicative of the potential for a financial irregularity being present in the 
transaction; 

weighting the outcome of oinn i ng tho financial transaction through tho oot 
of ru l oo ; 

producing a user-readable output of the-ail s transgression if any 
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transgression exc edsapredet rmined threshold; 

providing a user operable input device by which to set the weights against 

each rule; and 

providing a user operable input device by which to set the threshold in 
respect of the set of rules. 

44. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for perfomiing a method comprising: 

storing data (1 8) on at least one selected transaction; 

running the at least one selected transaction through a predetermined set 
of rules (22) for detecting a potential for the presence of financial irregularity 
therein to produce an outcome (116, 124, 132) indicative of the potential for a 
financial Irregularity being present in the transaction. 

45. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 perfomning the 
method in which a numerical outcome is produced for each rule that is 
transgressed by the transaction. 

46. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method in which the set of rules includes a first group of rules corresponding to 
client information in the data. 

47. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method in which the set of mies includes a second group of rules corresponding 
to account information in the data. 

48. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 perfomning the 
method in which the set of mles includes a third group of mIes corresponding to 
transaction information in the data. 

49. (Original) The computer readable m dium of claim 44 performing the 
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method in which the outcomes of running at I ast a s I ction of the rules in the 
set is combined to produce an overall outcome indicative of the potential tor a 
financieil irregularity. 

50. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method In which a weighting function Is applied to the outcome of running each 
rule according to me importance of the rule to the potential for a financial 
irregularity being present in the transaction. 

51. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 50 performing the 
method including varying the weighting function applied to at least one of the 
mies by user Input. 

52. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method including disabling at least one of the mles by user input. 

53. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method including applying a threshold value to each outcome and generating an 
output for transgression of the mle if the threshold is crossed. 

54. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 49 performing the 
method including applying a threshold value to the overall outcome and 
generating an output indicating the potential for a financial irregularity being 
present if the threshold is crossed. 

55. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method including running at least one of the rules in respect of the transaction 
data to produce the outcome relative to a pattern of activity data corresponding to 
the rule. 

56. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 55 perfomning the 
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method including storing the data in an archiv and accessing the archive to 
establish the said pattern based on previous related transactions. 

57. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method in which the set of rules include rules corresponding to client, account 
and transaction Information, the set of rules being selected from the group 
comprising: 

a) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amount for the 
account by a parameterised limit; 

b) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amount for the 
account by a parameterised percentage; 

c) number of transactions against the account has been exceeded by a 
parameterised percentage; 

d) transaction amount exceeds account transaction limit; 

e) transaction amount exceeds parameterised limit; 

f) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed country; 

g) transaction is destined for or has come from an OFAC listed country; 

h) i) transaction is for a listed currency; 

ii) transaction is for a listed country/currency combination; 

iii) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed financial 
institution; 

i) many small deposits followed by a large withdrawal; 

j) activity against an account that the user has identified as being dormant; 

l<) balance exceeds a parameterised limit; 

I) many deposits over several branches of the user; 

m) large balance over many accounts or clients; 

n) deposits larger than average for the postcode; 

o) balance larger than average for the postcode; 

p) activity against an account or client where there has been no activity foi 
a parameterised period; and 

q) activity against an account marked as suspicious already 
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58. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 49 performing the 
method including applying a further weighting function to a predefined collection 
of rules which are transgressed in respect of the same or related transactions. 

59. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method In which the financial transaction is a bank transaction. 

60. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method in which the financial irregularity is money laundering. 

61. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method Including extracting transaction data from a second database associated 
with a financial application and transferring the said data to the first database. 

62. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the 
method In which the outcome is translated into a user alert indicative of the 
potential for the presence of a financial irregularity in the transaction data. 

63. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 53 performing the 
method including generating the said output as a user-readable alert. 

64. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 54 performing the 
method Including generating the said output as a user-readable. 

65. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method comprising: 

extracting relevant data on the transaction from a financial transaction 
account database associated with an apnlication program, and storing the 
extracted transaction data in a second databas ; 

running xaminina the extracted relevant data from said financial 
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transaction ±hro.^g ggjnfit a oredetennined set of rules selectable by a n 
institution for delecting a potential for the presence of a financial irregularity 
therein ioriingtad b y finding a transgression of one or more of th e predetermined 
set of rules ^n H , hagpri nn said examining, t o produce -Brgducing an outcome 
indicative of the potential for a financial irregularity being present in the 
transaction; 

weighting the outcome of ainning tho financial tranoaction through the n o\ 



producing a user-readable output of *h6-mles transgression, if any 
transgression exceeds a predetermined threshold; 

providing a user operable input device by which to set the weights against 

each rule; and 

providing a user operable input device by which to set the threshold in 
respect of the set of rules. 

66. (New) The method of claim 43 further comprising; 

archiving transaction data into a data archive after said examining step. 

67. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 65, wherein said method 
performed further comprises: 

archiving transaction data into a data archive after said examining step. 
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